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Turkey 

SEPTEMBER 1-12, 2014 

GULET SAIL & SMALL GROUP CULTURAL JOURNEY 

Thanks for introducing me to 
Italy back in 2006.  It was a 
dream trip visiting the hilltop 
towns of Umbria and Tuscany 
with their ancient charms.  The 
wonder continued in 2010 with 
the towns of Emilia Romagna 
and Lombardia, their World 
Heritage sites and first class food 
and cheeses.  I met new friends 
and really enjoyed the 
camaraderie of people enjoying 
the thoughtful itinerary.  I am 
looking forward to new trips in 
the near future.  
Cecilia B. – Atlanta, Ga. 

We start our journey in exotic, ancient Istanbul where we spend 3 days 
exploring the wonders of the city.   On day 4 we fly south to the turquoise 
coast where we will board the yacht we will call home for 5 glorious nights.  
Our time will be spent cruising from bay to quiet bay. The near perfect 
temperature of the crystal clear water beckons us to swim, snorkel or kayak.  
The leisurely pace may invite a nap or getting lost in a good book instead.   
After our gulet sail we disembark and climb into our van with our guide and 
drive north to visit the ancient, well-preserved Roman city of Ephesus.   
We’ll visit one of the best-preserved temples in Asia Minor and stay in the 
quaint town of Kusadasi for the remainder of this part of our trip. We’ve 
planned an add on to Cappadocia.  There’s more info below.   

Saint  Sophia 
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D a i l y  I t i n e r a r y  

1

Day 1 – Saturday August  30 
Arrive Istanbul.   Check into Hotel 

 
 
 

Day 2  – Sunday August  31 
We meet with our guide and spend the morning and early afternoon 
exploring Istanbul on foot starting in Hippodrome Square, where 
chariot races were run when it was the capital of the Roman Empire. 
As we walk through the beautiful Sultanahmet district, we'll slip off our 
shoes for a hushed visit to the stunning Blue Mosque, built in the 
1600s for the Sultan Ahmet and noted for its six minarets. As 
impressive as the Blue Mosque is, it is only an appetizer for the main 
course today—our visit to the Hagia Sophia, the architectural wonder 
of its time when Justinian dedicated it in AD 536. First a church, then 
a mosque, this present-day museum lies under heaps of domes inside 
dusky red walls and is a fine first "taste" of the city. Founded in AD 326 
by the emperor Constantine, the new city of Constantinople became—
and still is—a treasury richly stocked with the finest pieces from the 
ancient world, the classical pagan ages, and the Christian period. The 
emperor's throne was once believed to be the center of the world. 
Welcome dinner will be at a culinary institute to taste, samples of 
Turkish dishes together with varieties of local wines.  Overnight Hotel. 

   
  Meals:  (B,D) 

 

 
 
 
 

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  1  

Blue Cruise Area 

Click on Maps for Larger View 

• Hippodrome Square 
•Blue Mosque 
•Saint Sophia 
•Welcome dinner 

B l u e  M o s q u e  

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  2  

• Hippodrome Square 
•Blue Mosque 
•Saint Sophia 
•Welcome dinner 

B l u e  M o s q u e  

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  1  

•  Transfer to Hotel Istanbul 



 

 

3 

   Turkey August 30 - September 9, 2014                        To Reserve your spot go online or call us  
    http://www.uniquebackroadjourneys.com                                                                                   404-273-0207   or    1-800-303-0375 

  Contact Us at 404-273-0207 or 1-800-323-2375                                     ©All Rights Reserved 

2

 
Day 3 –  Tuesday September 1 
Visit Topkapi Palace, Treasury and the Harem in the morning. After 
completing our visits with the Basilica cistern, we wander through the 
extravagant maze of the Covered Bazaar where hundreds of everything 
from hammered brass to saffron to amber, and alter to the spice 
market. We return to our hotel. The dinner will be at a nearby 
“meyhane” where the locals eat with local drink “Rakı”.  O/N Hotel. 

 Meals: (B,D) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Day 4 –  Wednesday September 2 
After breakfast we make our way to the airport for a morning flight to 
Dalaman, situated nicely along the coast. From there, we drive about 
an hour to Gocek, to board our yacht, known locally as a gulet ("goo 
let").  

What is a gulet like? Locally built of teakwood and oak, it is a motorized 
sailing vessel of 70-90 feet in length and about 20 feet across its wide beam. 
There are 6-9 double cabins on board, each with a private bath and hot 
shower. The full-time crew of 4 or 5 includes captain, cook and mate. The 
yacht's large foredecks are perfect for sunning; the covered afterdeck 
provides our dining and lounging area in addition to an inside lounge. When 
anchored offshore, we use a small motorboat to reach land. The sailing is 
smooth because from May through October, sea conditions are generally 
very calm, and we stay quite near the shore. Water temperatures average 75 
to 80 degrees—and the water is crystal clear to depths of 30 feet or more! To 
our way of thinking, it's the ideal way to travel in Turkey.  

 
We sail a short distance to a silent cove to have our lunch on board. 
The rest of the day will be spent at other secluded coves in Gocek 
Bay.  O/N Gulet 

Meals: (B,L,D) 

B a s i l i c a  C i s t e r n  

• Topkapi Palace 
•Basilica Cistern 
•Dinner at Mehane 

B a s i l i c a  C i s t e r n  

•Fly to Dalaman Airport 
•Board Gulet  
•Lunch Aboard 
•Sail to Secluded Cove 

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  4  

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  3  

G ul e t  

NB 
Dan Brown’s newest thriller, Inferno, partially takes place in 
Istanbul.  It’s a great read before, during or after the trip.  
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Day 5 –  Thursday September 3  
After breakfast we sail to Oludeniz, a renowned cobalt colored lagoon 
at the base of the mountain called Baba Dag. At 6,000 feet, Baba Dag 
is a prime launching pad for paragliders and makes a great backdrop 
to our activities today. This first full day on your yacht, it's your choice 
how you spend your time. Maybe the sea will tempt you for some 
swimming and snorkeling, or enjoy a round-trip walk of 2-3 hours 
along a spectacular trail rising to a low pass overlooking the turquoise 
sea. If you choose to join us for the walk, your reward is a fascinating 
abandoned village called Kaya Köy. This ghost town, spread over 
three hills, is eerily quiet and slowly crumbling. Over 600 homes 
belonged to Greeks who were repatriated to Greece around 1923 after 
their country unsuccessfully tried to invade Turkey in WWI. We 
wander through the small roofless stone houses, now overgrown with 
wildflowers. Later, we return to our yacht anchored in one of the quiet 
coves around Gemiler Island, which contains numerous Byzantine 
ruins. O/N Gulet 

Meals: (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
Day – 6 Fr iday September 4  
After having breakfast and a bit of leisure time we’ll sail to Fethiye, a 
busy town that serves as the business hub for the surrounding area. 
You'll get a good feel for a working Turkish town as there is a colorful 
food market, many shops and several mosques. Several times each day 
throughout Turkey a voice sings from the tall minarets of the 
mosques, calling the Moslems to prayer. We'll see several famous and 
huge Lycian rock tombs carved into the face of the cliffs above town. 
They remain much as they were when first constructed during the 4th 
century BC.  O/N Gulet. 

Meals:  (B,L,D) 
 
 

 

O lu de n iz  
B l u e  La go o n  

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  5  

•Swimming/Snorkel ing 
•Visit  Ghost Town 

(optional )  
•Explore Byzantine Ruins 

(optional )   

•Shopping Fethiye 

O lu de n iz  
B l u e  La go o n  

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  6  

Fe t h i ye  
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Day –7 Saturday September 5 
As we wake slowly to sunshine, we will have breakfast and sail to 
Hamam Cove. Anchoring in this beautiful cove provides a number of 
distractions to going ashore, including several great places to read a 
favorite book, as well as swimming, kayaking, and wind surfing. You 
may explore the ruins of partially sunken Roman baths lining the 
natural harbor. After lunch, we start a coastal walk across the little 
peninsula and through the ruins of ancient Lydea. A delightful part of 
this walk is that we often encounter friendly local villagers on the way. 
The gullet will sail around the peninsula while we walked, so that at 
the end of this beautiful hike we see our yacht waiting for us nestled 
into the cove at Agalimani. Our dinner and overnight setting is aboard 
the yacht in this lovely, calm bay. O/N Gulet. 

Meals:  (B,L,D) 
 
Day – 8  Sunday September 6 
Days of the week are starting to be less important with each morning 
that you awaken on the yacht. Happily, our captain and guide have a 
plan that includes a morning cruise to Ekincik Bay with ample time 
for a late morning dip in the sea. This afternoon, the plan is to explore 
the Dalyan Estuary. Our yacht is too large to make it up this lovely, 
but narrow waterway, so we transfer to a smaller boat suited to the 
channels that meander, snake-like, through the reeds. Towering 
overhead, magnificent facades of Lycian tombs from the 4th century 
AD have been carved from the sheer cliff face. Keep your eyes sharp, 
as we have an excellent opportunity to spot the endangered sea turtles 
that lay their eggs on a sandy spit we pass. Pulling our boat ashore, a 
short walk to the hilltop ruins of Caunos provides the chance to 
scramble from the stage to the top row of the Roman theater. 
Crenellated and crumbled walls of an Ottoman fortress cap the site 
while Byzantine ruins guard the now-silted harbor. Inspired by the 
ancient ruins, we return to the gulet by boat for lunch and after some 
rest and swimming we will sail to Cennet Island.  O/N Gulet 

      Meals:  (B,L,D) 

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  7  

•Sail to Hamam Cove wi th 
part ial ly sunken Roman 
Ruins 
•Swimming, Kayaking, 

Snorkeling 
•Walk through Ruins of  

Lydea 

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  8  

•Visit  Dalyan Estuary  
•Visit  Rock Carved 

Lycean Tombs 
•Visit  Ruins of Caunos 

Cleopa tra ’ s  Ba ths  

L y ce a n  T o m b s  



 

 

6 

   Turkey August 30 - September 9, 2014                        To Reserve your spot go online or call us  
    http://www.uniquebackroadjourneys.com                                                                                   404-273-0207   or    1-800-303-0375 

  Contact Us at 404-273-0207 or 1-800-323-2375                                     ©All Rights Reserved 

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  9  

5

 
 
Day – 9  Monday September 7 
After an early breakfast, we disembark in Marmaris and bid farewell to 
our captain and crew. Here our van meets us once again and we drive 
to Kusadasi. On the way we will stop at the town of Selcuk to visit the 
marvelous ruins of Ephesus, the fabulously preserved biblical city 
where St. Paul and St. John lived. It takes little imagination to 
understand the glory of the Roman Empire and to recreate the daily 
lives of the people who lived here more than 2,000 years ago. Ephesus 
is easily one of the best-preserved cities, more astounding than even 
the Acropolis in Athens. We will also see the temple of Artemis of 
Ephessus, which was one of the Seven Wonders of the World in 
antiquity. O/N Kusadasi.  

Meals: (B, L, D) 
 

Day – 10 Tuesday September 8   
This morning we begin our drive to visit Priene, a significant site 
because it remained entirely Greek, never changed by the Romans. 
Continuing south we will visit the remarkable Temple of Apollo at 
Didyma, one of the most well-preserved and impressive temples in all 
of Asia Minor. Tonight we will have our farewell dinner at a local fish 
restaurant. O/N Kusadasi.  

Meals: B, L, D 
 

 
 
 
Day – 11 Monday September 9 
After breakfast the tour culminates. Transfers to the Izmir airport 
from your hotel to catch the connection flights back home or join the 
add-on option below. B 

 

•Drive to Priene 
•Visit  Temple of Apollo 

 

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  1 0  

•Drive to & visi t  Ephesus 
•Visit  Temple of Artemis 

E p h e s u s  H a d r i a n ’ s  G a t e  

 

T e m p l e  D i d y m a  

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  1 1  

    THERE IS AN ADD ON FOR THIS TRIP TO CAPPADOCIA SEE ON PAGE 8 
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T u r k e y  

August 30 – September 9, 2014 

Price:   

8 People –   $4267 per person Double Occupancy 

10 People – $3865 per person Double Occupancy 

12 People -  $3640 per person Double Occupancy 

14 People -  $3387 per person Double Occupancy 

Single Supplement is for hotels only - $716 

  

What’s Included: 

• 3 Nights stay at Rixos Pera Hotel Istanbul including 
breakfast 

• 5 Nights on a Gulet 
• 1 Domestic Flight Istanbul to Dalaman 
• Professionally driven passenger van 
• 10 breakfasts, 7 lunches, 9 dinners  
•  Expert guide for 9 Days 
• All transfers & transportation by AC vehicles 
• Kaunos boat trip 
• All entrance fees 
• Wine, beer, water and soft drinks on board gulet 
• Trip Literature 

What’s Not Included: 

• Tips for guide(s) and driver 
• Meals not included in the itinerary 
• Drinks not included in the itinerary 
• Transportation other than what is indicated in the 

itinerary 
• Optional Expenses  

 
For more information email us at 
info@uniquebackroadjourneys.com or call us at               
404-273-0207 or 1-800-323-2375. 

Trip Insurance is Strongly Advised.  
Here is a link where you can compare 
packages after entering the details of your 
trip.  www.insuremytrip.com 

T R I P  P R O T E C T I O N  

Deposits and Final Payment 
 
Deposit ($600.) plus single supplement 
 Due June 15, 2014 
 
Final Payment  
 Due July 19, 2014 
 

Payment Methods 
 
PayPal 2.5% charge over payment 
 
Personal Check 
 

Cancellations & Refunds 
 
• Nonrefundable cancellation 

charge…$250 per person 
• 31-42 days before departure…25% 

of total cost 
• 30 days or less before departure…no 

refund 
• On or after departure…no refund.  
 
 

PLEASE SEE TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS ON WEBSITE. 
 

AN E-VISA IS REQUIRED BY TURKEY 
AND CAN BE APPLIED FOR ONLINE.  
THE COST FOR THE VISA IS $20. 
WWW.EVISA.GOV.TR/EN 
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•Uchisar 
•Walk 
•Whirling Dervihes 

CAPPAD OCIA   
ADD  ON 

 
SEPTEMBER 12-14, 2014 

1

Day – 12 Monday September 9 
We leave the Aegean coast this morning to fly inland to remarkable 
Cappadocia, land of whirling dervishes and ancient underground 
cities. Following breakfast, a short drive to Izmir sets us on our way for 
a mid-morning flight to Kayseri (the capital of Cappadocia) via 
Istanbul. Arriving here early afternoon, our mini-coach meets us and 
we follow a portion of the ancient Silk Road to the natural citadel of 
Uçhisar, for magnificent views of the entire Cappadocia region. From 
here, we walk down Pigeon Valley with its beautiful rock formations, 
cliff dwellings and village gardens. Later in the afternoon, we arrive at 
our hotel with time to rest and relax before dinner. Following dinner, 
we have a special treat as we join our guide for a visit to the well-
preserved Sarihan Caravanserai to see a whirling dervish performance. 
When silk was produced solely in China, great silk caravans would 
travel through here from the Far East to Istanbul. These caravans were 
made up of upward of 40 camels and 25 traders. Caravanserai—
fortresses for rest and protection—were built about every 25 miles 
along the route, as this was the distance a caravan could cover each 
day. O/N at a cave hotel.  

Meals:  B,D 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  1 2  

U c h i s a r  

I n t e r io r  C a ra va n s e r a i  
C a p p a d o c i a  
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Day – 13 Tuesday September 10 
Cappadocia is almost otherworldly. Your heart skips a beat the first 
time you see how nature has shaped the colorful limestone and 
sandstone into thousands of spires, fins, pinnacles and mazes. We'll 
explore it very well on foot today, but if you have a bit of an 
adventurer in you and you'd like to see it from a bird's eye perspective, 
we can arrange a truly memorable start to your day with an optional 
early morning hot-air balloon ride. After breakfast, our morning 
begins with a beautiful hike through one of the valleys of Cappadocia. 
Midday, we visit a small traditional village, where a village family 
invites us into their home for a private lunch. Happy and satiated from 
our cultural exchange, we visit the vineyard-filled Goreme Valley and 
its open-air museum. With our guide, we explore the wealth of 
churches literally carved into the rocks and the best-preserved cave 
paintings in Cappadocia. To round out our day, we visit the village of 
Avanos, the Anatolian center for pottery and ceramics, where a good 
friend of our guide shares with us the local techniques for pottery 
making. This evening, we gather together for a farewell dinner 
celebration. O/N cave hotel.  

Meals:  B,L,D 
 

 
Day – 14 Wednesday September 11 
Our final day together starts with a fascinating morning exploration of 
the underground cities of Kaymakli or Derinkuyu. These remarkable 
cities were inhabited from the 7th to 10th centuries when the Christian 
Cappadocians were under siege from Arab invaders. The sites were 
only uncovered in the 1950s and provide a treasure of insight into life 
then. If the cultural and historical immersion you've enjoyed has you 
pining to bring home some of the treasures of Turkey, you are in luck. 
Midday, we visit a rug-weaving cooperative. Here we learn about all 
aspects of this traditional Turkish art and craft, and have the chance to 
bargain with the local rug sellers, with or without the help of our guide. 
Early afternoon, we make a short transfer to Kayseri airport, where 
our tour together ends with our hour-long afternoon flight to Istanbul. 
The tour ends upon arrival to Istanbul airport. We recommend you 
to stay at airport hotel if your plane is leaving for home tomorrow. 
Please ask if you need any reservation.  

Meals:  B 

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  1 3  
•Hike Val ley Cappadocia 
•Lunch Village Family 
•Pottery Making Demo 

G o r e m e  V a l l e y  

H I G H L I G H T S  D A Y  1 4  
•Visit  Underground City 
•Visit  Rug Weaving Coop 
•Fly to Istanbul 

H a n d m a d e  T u r k i s h  R u g s  
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C a p p a d o c i a  

September 9 – 11, 2014 

Price:   

• 8 People –   $1177 per person Double Occupancy 
• 10 People – $1112 per person Double Occupancy 
• 12 People -  $1156 per person Double Occupancy 
• 14 People -  $1112 per person Double Occupancy 
• Single Supplement is for hotels only - $121 

  

What’s Included: 

• 2 Nights stay at a cave hotel including breakfast 
• 2 Domestic flights 
• All transportation by an Air Conditioned vehicle 
• 1 Lunch with a family 
• 2 Dinners at restaurants 
• Entrance fees 
• Professional guide for 3 Days 
• Hotel tips 
• Whirling Dervish show 
• Parking fees  
• Trip Literature 
•  

What’s Not Included: 

• Tips for guide(s) and driver 
• Meals not included in the itinerary 
• Drinks not included in the itinerary 
• Transportation other than what is indicated in the 

itinerary 
• Optional Expenses  

 
For more information email us at 
info@uniquebackroadjourneys.com or call us at 404-273-0207 
or 1-800-323-2375. 
 

Trip Insurance is Strongly Advised.  
Here is a link where you can compare 
packages after entering the details of your 
trip.  www.insuremytrip.com 

T R I P  P R O T E C T I O N  

Deposits and Final Payment 
 
Deposit ($600.) plus single supplement 
 Due June 15, 2014 
 
Final Payment  
 Due July 19, 2014 
 

Payment Methods 
 
PayPal 2.5% charge over payment 
 
Personal Check 
 

Cancellations & Refunds 
 
•Nonrefundable cancellation 

charge…$250 per person 
•31-42 days before departure…25% of 

total cost 
•30 days or less before departure…no 

refund 
•On or after departure…no refund.  
 
 

PLEASE SEE TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS ON WEBSITE. 
 

AN E-VISA IS REQUIRED BY 
TURKEY AND CAN BE APPLIED 
FOR ONLINE.  THE COST FOR THE 
VISA IS $20. 
WWW.EVISA.GOV.TR/EN 


